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Abstract: The outbreak of the corona virus is a global crisis, and it is no exaggera-
tion to say that it was one of the strangest events in human life. The corona was the only 

-

China in December 2019, and its domain gradually spread throughout the world. Among 

obligations and various liabilities in the performance of various industries. Sport is also 
one of the active industries facing sudden changes in the corona pandemic these days 
because sporting events are not only a major reason for convention of large groups, but 
also many of these events have commercial and cultural value. Since sports contracts are 
a special form of contracts, and nevertheless the principle that the parties must always 
adhere to the provisions of the contract, special conditions are predicted for the removal 

which can be referred to the conditions of force majeure and the description of Cairo 
force citing Articles 227 and 229 of Iranian Civil Code, and Covid 19 should not be 
considered as force majeure except in the cases mentioned. It is necessary for sports or-
ganizations to solve problems in contracts not only to compensate material damages but 
also spiritual, social, psychological damages of athletes and the world of sports focusing 

of the obligation.
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the Corona virus. Changes in the world are progressing very fast. These changes 
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caused confusion and fear in society, and industries are trying to adapt to the 
current conditions and return to normal living conditions. The spread of this 
virus has changed the main and known form of activities by making changes in 
economic, social,

Civil liability caused by the outbreak of corona virus in sports law 

-
break of the Corona virus. Many sport tournaments around the world have been 
stopped, and crises have been created for the industry and even for industries 
such as tourism and advertising by the closure of sports venues. The cancella-
tion of the tournaments has reduced billion dollars in revenue for football clubs, 
including television, commercial and day revenues of tournaments due to league 
closure. Some clubs have been even exposed at risk of bankruptcy and stock col-

sports management in the world has become a basic need, because sports main-

necessary for governments to manage properly. Fundamental changes should be 
governed to the terms and conditions of the contracts, and contracts should be 

1

crisis by stopping activities, exercises and sports competitions. According to the 
rankings and quotas provided, resumption of work takes place with unfair con-
ditions. Therefore, he has proposed policies as an alternative to the acquired 
quotas. He states that the quotas must be re-acquired in order for the games to 
be implemented fairly after the end of the restrictions, and new strategies and 
regulations must be developed to deal with these conditions. 

Parnel et al. (2020) in their study entitled "Corona and Sports" examined the 

are not currently ready to face such a crisis. The results of this study showed 
that Corona caused fundamental changes in the overall performance of sports 
organizations. 

Risk assessment has also been proposed as one of the most important factors, 
and by risk assessment and proper management, it is possible to perform better 
for facing with similar crises.

Timpka (2020) in his study entitled "Sports and Corona, the key issues in 
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getting out of the crisis" stated that many countries have taken actions against 
the crisis occurred for the sports community. For example, the Government of 

sports venues. NGOs have also helped these sections voluntarily. 
Brett et al. (2020) in their study entitled "Corona and Recommendations for 

Professional Athletes" concluded that the current focus on preventing the spread 
of the virus is only common through maintaining social distance and other health 
measures. For this purpose, in order to coordinate with the current conditions, 
sports activities should be taken place by considering presented health protocols 
and it is better to use innovation in sports activities.

Hammami et al. (2020) stated in their research that Corona has changed the 
general form of sports and home is the main environment for sports activities 

he has selected the slogan of "staying active at home" for his study. Corona has 

-

-
fects and liabilities that we examine in this study. 

obligations Examining the legal implications of the outbreak of coronavirus and 
resorting to the Cairo force in the accident conditions requires a comprehensive 

obligations. 

outside the will of the obligee. Second: it is unpredictable and it is not pos-
sible to measure and predict it in a conventional way for the obligee based on 

components.
-

ligation and the dissolution of the contract or the suspension of the contract. In 

obligations on a "permanent" basis, it will lead to the dissolution of the contract 
and the collapse of the obligation.2

Principal of International Commercial Contracts (UNIDROIT) under Arti-

a party of the contract is excused if the party proves that the non-performance 
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of obligation was due to an obstacle beyond his control and it was not normally 
expected to be considered the obstacle or its consequences to be avoided or its 
consequences to be overcome at the time of singing contract."

and compensating the resulting damage, as the case, is the dissolution of the 

after the termination of its period, the contract has not yet expired, the contract 
will be revived3 

-
cluding the contract and establishing the obligation on the obligation or obligee. 
If we are to divide the obligations into credibility ("capability of performance"), 
we will face two categories of obligations; Liabilities that still can be performed 
and liabilities that have lost their capability of performance.1

1. It means the obligations that are not enforceable, the obligations that were 
initially enforceable and after a while become unenforceable. The contractual 
obligation, which is absolutely unenforceable from the beginning, will be null 

4

Accordingly, the prevalence of the corona caused the performance of some of 
the obligations to be impossible that are considered in the Iranian legal literature 
as the "Cairo force", as well as others still can be performed; Each of which is 

When a sporting event is canceled as a result of the actions of a government or 

participate in a match for fear of a disease, or when a match must be behind closed 
doors, but what happened if the spectators have already bought their tickets? 

the performance of contractual obligations only when it has become impossible 

Code of Obligations states: "An obligation shall be null and void if it is impos-
sible to perform it due to non-attributable circumstances to the obligor." 

A contract or set of rules for a sports organization can specify exactly what 

Moroccan Football Federation (FRMF) had no right to postpone the African Cup 
Nations 2015 due to concerns over the Ebola virus. CAS detected that Ebola was 
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virus, caution should be considered in this regard. The decision was made on 

time, and there was no evidence that it could be transmitted by air or physical 
contact. The International Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) also agreed with 

-

-
foreseen Conditions" states:

Fédération Royale Marocaine de Football v. Confédération Africaine de Foot-

Fédération Royale Marocaine de Football v. Confédération Africaine de Foot-

-
tion. T.M.C. Asser Press, The Hague

shall be decided by the UEFA Emergency Panel and, if this is not possible due to 
time constraints, it shall be assigned by the UEFA head or in his absence by the 

-
ably. 

"Epidemic" has been referred in some of them that could be applied for Cov-

Act in paragraph 5 of the Listers Tigers Seasonal Catering Terms and Conditions, 

storms, power outages, rules and requirements of government or local authori-
ties or rugby, lack of alcohol licenses, and problems with venues are exempted; 
But there is no mention of epidemics, and there are government and legislative 
requirements. If the government or the head of the Premiership Rugby orders a 
match to be canceled or held behind closed doors, then it seems to be exactly 
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seemed to diminish, especially in the area of sports. 
-

portion of their revenue? 
It is natural that if the answer is yes, we will face bankrupt clubs, which actu-

ally the opposing parties in the coming years will be damaged. Ultimately it is a 

are several solutions to face this crisis, which we will discuss below: 

1. Legislation:

It may be claimed with a little leniency that the present situation is unprec-
edented in the history of law. Of course, not because the reason that such a situ-

in the current critical situation, and secondly because of the involvement of vari-
ous branches of law science with the current situation, including law of sports 
and football rights. 

The development of most of the current laws in these areas is a product of the 
conditions after the Second World War and the industrialization of sports, and 
naturally the current laws do not meet the current conditions. It seems that two 

repeated Articles 12 and 14 of the transfer rules, and the status of FIFA players, 
Articles that players and coaches could unilaterally terminate their contracts due 

noted that according to Article 1 of the FIFA Player Transfer Rules and Regula-
tions, Article 12 is a mandatory article to be included in all member federation 

-
tively to suspend this Article in all member federations. But Article 14, which is 

Of course, this issue contradicts some human rights rules, including the right 

country of location of FIFA 5

-

law. It is questionable why FIFA has not paid such attention to this issue so far. 
In this situation, the role of European clubs is more important. Unfortunately, 

among the clubs of other confederations. 

5. for example, Article 337 of the Swiss Code of Obligation
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these could be rules for paying players and coaches according to the time spent 
in the leagues. This seems to be the fairest method. However, any agreement 
between the parties contrary to this law must also be recognized. 

In any case, if the current conditions continue, a large part of these types of 
contracts will expire during the suspension of the games, and this can be costly 
for the clubs. Adding or not adding suspending period to current contracts, espe-
cially long-term contracts, is very important. It cannot be denied that the clubs 
have sometimes paid a lot of money to buy or transfer players, and the legislator 
must state his position in these cases in order to avoid further legal challenges. 

2. Mediation mechanism:

Although, as mentioned above, the suspension of some laws should be pur-

However, we are still in a state of ambiguity about the future. But the present 

form a dialogue-based solution.
Among the existing institutions, the role of the FIFA Status Committee seems 

important, because due to the membership of representatives of clubs, federa-

the parties more than any other institution. It should be noted that the opinions of 
this committee can be used as a consultative pillar of the FIFA Executive Council 
in legislation. Of course, the use of less-known ICAS mediation structures can 
also be very helpful in this regard.6. 

3. The principle of fairness: 

The principle of fairness, or what the Statute of the International Court of 
Justice7 refers to as the principle of "Ex aequo et bono", 1 means that where there 

the chapter 2. Examining the legal aspects of liability for the transfer and spread 
of corona disease in society Corona disease caused new topics in the world, 

discussing medical, security, economic, social, cultural, and military issues at 
the domestic and international levels. Although, the prevalence of the disease is 
due to a virus and almost a unit treatment, its legal dimensions are so wide that 

6. ICAS is also part of the CAS structure. Both statutes are the same. But unlike CAS, which 
uses arbitration, ICAS is based on mediation between the parties

7. Article 38
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sporting event to play and spectators to watch.
-

ness" and the "principle of Ex aequo et bono" and how it is used in arbitration 

it can be said that the medical or economic consequences of this issue should be 
borne by the government or individuals? In a situation where the disease leads to 

Can consider the investigation and punishment or compensation caused by it for 
the civil liability? Or does the outbreak of the disease make the government reli-

world and in the legal literature, the position and importance of Corona in the 

who unintentionally or intentionally transmits the virus to healthy people, has 
become more important. Opponents of criminalization argue that in practice, 
reducing the corona transfer is useless to criminalization. The most important 

corona transfer, and second, the accused has knowingly done so.8

Proponents of criminalization believe that one who knows corona transmis-

reducing it, at least.  Now in some countries, competitions have returned to nor-
mal. The question is whether if a spectator is infected with the corona virus, by 

the risk of virus and therefore there is no liability for the organizer, or the organ-
izer is liable for receiving the ticket price and he is responsible for any incident, 
which seems to be the absolute liability of this event is in the responsibility of 
organizer and the government and the anti-Corona headquarters that have au-
thorized the competition to be held in the presence of spectators, and criminal 
liability can be considered in some way. 

are interdependent through cultural and social commitments. For example, when 
we see acquaintances, we shake hands. Attending parties, entering the house, 
attending meetings, working in sports venues and arenas are also examples of 
behavioral patterns that indicate social cohesion. According to the crisis of co-

8. Ehsanipour, 2008, 53
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rona disease, mental health professionals can guide it to overcome this crisis by 
replacing appropriate behavioral patterns.10 

In employment relationships, employers who have not considered HSE regu-
lations in the workplace or agents who have not stated their illness for fear of 
dismissal, unemployment and deprivation, causing it to spread to others and eco-
nomic losses such as disability of a unit, how do they respond to its consequenc-

responsibilities. If the actions of these athletes, which are the result of violating 
the rules and regulations, cause damage to another, it causes a kind of liability. If 
this violation of the rules is a crime, in addition to violating the rules, it will be 
prosecuted as a criminal act.11 An athlete who does not use a mask intentionally 
or who comes to the club to train by knowing the symptoms of the disease and 
commits a harmful act, the causal relationship can be achieved. Also, regarding 
the inherent duties of the government, a fund will be set up to compensate for 

items and necessities to the above supports to be provided for all people. The 
UK Sports, for example, has set up the Community Emergency Fund, which 
targets local sports clubs, regional organizations and leagues. And the purpose 
of establishing this fund is to keep sports alive in the community after the risk 
of coronavirus.12

like Iran, are in a crisis situation due to the outbreak of coronavirus, and human-

biological crisis that must be seriously managed. Legal liabilities for individuals 
and the solutions and arrangements in the relevant laws of the country should be 

of society to be aware that they have legal responsibilities if they violate the 
orders of competent authorities. According to Rawls, we are committed because 

of our actions or the legally binding concept.1

12. Fitzgerald et al., 2020
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According to Article 22 of the Iranian Constitution, "the dignity, life, prop-
erty, rights, housing and occupation of individuals are inviolable except in cases 
prescribed by law." Article 40 of the Constitution also provides: "No one can use 
his right as a means of harming others or violating the public interests." After the 
outbreak of the coronavirus and in order to deal with the severity of the damage 
caused by it, it is necessary to take some managerial decisions and sometimes 
to create the necessary restrictions on the ordinary rights and freedoms of the 
people, such as compulsory quarantine. Obeying law for allowing the Iranian 

Law on Prevention of Sexually Transmitted Diseases and Infectious Diseases 
-

itly copied in future laws and has not been replaced by any law with a similar 

of the law states: "Persons who obstruct the implementation of health regulations 
or, due to negligence, cause the spread of one of the contagious diseases, shall 

existence of a person with a contagious disease, it can interrogate the appropriate 
means whether the patient is under treatment or not and, if necessary, warn that 

Interestingly, the legislator is considered a legal obligation to the head of the 
family to supervise and treat the people under treatment, so that according to Ar-
ticle 6 of the law, the guardian of minor or incapable or insane persons is obliged 
to treat infectious diseases of the incapable person who is under his supervision, 
and if the guardian is negligent in providing treatment and the disease remains 

-
ing to this law, persons who commit violations, in addition to moral and honor 
responsibility, it also has legal liability, so that according to the text of Article 20 
of the said law, they are entitled to legal punishment.

The question is whether, in addition to the liabilities in the Infectious Dis-

the Islamic Penal Code of Iran, in describing the liability arising from the omis-
sion of an act, or in other words, the liability resulting from a harmful act, states: 
"And if a person leaves an act that is in his responsibility by the law and commits 
a crime due to it, if he is able to do that act, the resulting crime will be docu-
mented to him and, depending on the case, it is intentional, quasi-intentional or 
pure error." In other words, persons with symptoms of the disease have criminal 
liability in addition to civil liability if they do not fully comply with the orders of 
the competent authorities and their violation causes to the disease to be transmit-
ted to other persons.
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(guarantee)1, (causation)2, (destruction)3, and (no-damage)4, in the case of vio-
lation of the orders of the health authorities, serious consequences are created, 
and if this work causes a dangerous disease leading to death, the perpetrator is 
entitled to the payment of blood money5 or medical expenses. Paragraphs B and 

-

of crime. Of course, it should be noted that not all crimes occurred intentionally. 
Sometimes the perpetrator commits an act in which he did not intentionally, but 
due to the presence of other elements, his action can be blamed. Recklessness is 
one of the most obvious elements that can lead to criminal liability. Therefore, in 
the absence of any criminal intent, if a person with knowledge knows about the 
existence of his symptoms and infection in public places and leads to death, this 

Code and he is obliged to compensate.
Because dealing with the coronavirus is not only a one-dimensional issue that 

can be achieved by an institution or an agency, but also it is a multifaceted issue 
that requires the full cooperation of the people, the government, the public sector 
and the private sector. In addition to the responsibility of individuals, govern-
ments in this critical situation are obliged to manage properly so that there is no 
damage to public order and these special conditions are compatible with legal 

-
ety, the loss of a person due to illness to any extent deprives him from goodness 
and therefore it needs compensation.13 

1. Commitment and obligation to compensate and accept responsibility. 
2. A current act or omission that indirectly leads to the destruction of another 

guarantor. 4. Anyone who harms another will be required to compensate. 
5. According to Article 17 of the Islamic Penal Code: "Diyat, whether predes-

unintentional crime against the soul, limbs and interests, or intentional crime in 
cases where there is no retribution in any way."

Obviously, many of the losses resulting from the death of patients are not 
compensable with money, but the fact that the perpetrator or the government 

for liability and compensation. Illness may be perfectly normal, but the role of 
government action (act) or inaction (omission) in the spread of disease leads to 
government civil liability.

basic needs, housing, food, clothing, health, treatment, education and facilities 

13. E1 Menyawi, Hassan, 2003, p6)
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-
ability, homelessness, disability, accidents and the need for health services and 
medical care in the form of insurance, etc. are universal rights. The government 

the country from public revenues and revenues from public participations. Based 

and vaccines is the main priority of the government. During the closure of eco-
nomic and service activities, the government must take the necessary measures 

provide accurate information on the status of the coronavirus or on the proper 

liability. For example, periods of inactivity, isolation from sports teams, distance 
from the sports community, less interaction with sports coaches, and lack of 

period cause emotional distress and disorders in athletes.14 Preliminary data on 

15

Corona virus is a security threat and according to Article 176, the Supreme 
Financial Security Council in our country to "Secure National Interests" estab-
lished a headquarters called ("National Anti-Corona Headquarters") to coordi-

legal origin of the formation of the mentioned headquarters should be sought in 
Article 176 of the Constitution. As it can be seen, this principle prescribes nec-
essary restrictions in emergency conditions. Emergency is a critical situation in 

of all citizens and guilds. 

manner in the country is not only based on the statute laws, but also it has the 

warning1 and the opposite meaning of this rule is the civil and criminal liabil-
ity of a person in the absence of informing. The liability of the government in 
this regard can also be explained based on the rule of pride. Accordingly, the 
government must immediately inform the outbreak of the disease in each area, 
otherwise the victims can refer to the cause according to the general rules of civil 

15. Moher et al., 2020
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and accept the responsibility in the case of causal relation.
If we encounter the outbreak of the disease and the impossibility of control-

governments and government organizations is one of the serious issues that if an 
issue such as deliberate fabrication and spread of the virus is real, it can endanger 
international security. And issues such as sanctions and preventing the sale and 
shipment of medical and pharmaceutical equipment cause the issue of genocide 

have seen in the 2021 Olympics, the IOC emphasized that all athletes, technical 
-

lowed when entering the Olympic Games. 
1. ((If the person against doing something, warns others of the danger that 

may cause them material or personal loss, and warns appropriately and the re-
cipient of the warning exposes himself to danger by describing the information. 
The warner will be excused and will be exempt from civil and criminal liability 
under certain conditions. 

2. In the legal sense, Ehsan means to do a good deed, and Mohsen is a person 
-

he is not responsible. 
3. An action that has a higher importance takes precedence.

in performing obligations, which should be referred to as obtaining government 
support, such as the establishment of a hardship institution. Some contractual ob-

cases without being waived. The impact of hardship on the performance of such 
contracts can be the right of renegotiation, the right of termination for the person 

by considering the corona, the contract must be continued and the request for 
termination or dissolution will not be accepted.16 

16. Gide Loyrette Nouel, 2020: 2
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Conclusion

management. As a result of the outbreak of coronavirus, doing sports activities 
in sports environments has endangered the health of clients and people in the 
community. Respecting the rules and restrictions imposed during the corona-
tion period, avoiding violations of the rules governing the community, taking 
responsibility and taking health measures while providing services and training 
venues for athletes can break the chain of transmission of corona virus and facili-
tate the presence of community members in sports activities. Resorting to force 

same obligation or legal or contractual termination without economic balance 

situation of the parties. Therefore, invoking the Cairo force in cases of harden-
ing of obligations is not explicitly legal, and as a suggestion, it can be said that 

unnecessary to resort Cairo force in such circumstances, but also, to moderate 

which is itself the site of many disputes in the form of "legal regulation".
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