
International Sports Law Review Pandektis (ISLR/Pandektis), Vol. 14: 1-2, 2022

130

SPORTS CRIMINOLOGY

Karina Zalcmane, Dr. 
Professor (Asst), EKA University of Applied Sciences, Latvia

Abstract: Criminology as a branch of science that includes joint research has 
changed enormously in the past few decades, as we are living in the era of internation-
alisation and digitalisation. Zalcmane (2020) considers, that “at the present time, it is 
characterised by the emergence of new directions (separation) and this characteristic, 
which has a fundamental meaning, demonstrates the openness of criminology for active 
collaboration with other sciences”. Hence, the widely known problems and the crimi-

The chapter aims is to identify and to provide an overview of criminological aspects 
of sports industry.
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Introduction

The sports industry is now a full branch of the economy and attracts the atten-
tion of a large number of people. With the development of sports as an economic 

institution, society of a particular country, global society to reproduce many dan-
gerous acts to the people around them, which is manifested in the interconnec-

criminal legal prohibitions.1 This theory is relevant in due to the fact that the 
process of reproduction of crimes consists of multiple behavior and a mecha-
nism interaction between causes and crime.2 Therefore, the interaction mecha-

mechanism, there should be general criminological theory and methodology for 
criminal acts committed in the sports industry in order to assert that crimes com-

-
ence. Russian criminological view. No 1, p., 45-53 in Shestakov D.A. (2006) Criminology. Text-
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mitted in the sports industry are a separate type of crime and require a special 
approach in the combat and prevention of this phenomenon.

I. Sports Criminology: Theory and Methodology

Sports criminology

victimology in the implementation of sports events; criminological policy in the 
3 

The main task of sports criminology is to study criminalisation processes in 
the sports industry and develop measures for their prevention. In order to achieve 

-

regarding crime as a social phenomenon. It includes within its scope the process 
of making laws, of breaking laws, and of reacting toward the breaking of laws.4 
Nina Per ak, back in 2007, tried to explain part of the famous quote of Sutherland 

there is an apparent disproportionality between the number of books and articles 
on this topic compared to the literature on each of the other two thirds of his 

5 

“criminalisation is foremost a political process; a process, through which the 

that can and should, nevertheless, be guided by legal principles, rules and stand-

maintain that criminalisation is decision of a legislative body to label human 
behavior as a criminal act.
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of sports science.
In regards to socio-economic theory, sports industry is the market with an 

6 As for the sports science, sports 
industry is understood as an industry that basically deals with various kinds of 
sports and games on a professional and amateur level.

-
tion that is or could be in the nearest future a criminal act by any person involved 

-
-

sional and amateur level.
Contents of sports criminology:
1. theories and methods of sports criminology research;

-

The criminological analysis of the indicators of sports crime currently causes 
no ade-

quate statistical material of this kind in European countries. Incompleteness of 
statistical information is determined most often by errors of available forms of 

Currently, the only well-established and proven statistical system exists in the 
UK - Football-related arrests and banning order statistics (England and Wales). 
However, it refers only to the football industry. The policing of football support-
ers in the UK is resource-intensive and expensive, with football crowds seen by 
many forces as inherently prone to misbehavior, disorder and violence.7

The other good attempt to collect a statistic data all around Europe was co-
funded by the European Commission and the Council of Europe and implemented 

-
ing the Council of Europe Standards on Safety, Security and Service at Football 

Super Bowl in Handbook of Research on the Impact of Culture and Society on the Entertainment 
Industry edited by R. Gulay Ozturk, IGI Global.

problems with pre-emptive policing strategies and banning orders. Public Law, 458-475.
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establishing a process for gathering authoritative data and information in re-
spect of football and sports related incidents of violence, disorder and other as-
sociated criminality across Europe. The aim is to provide a sound factual basis 
for undertaking annual quantitative and qualitative analysis of current trends, 
identifying emergent challenges and determining work priorities. Three ver-

17 Member 
States, the second increased the number of replies to 29, whilst the third encom-
passed contributions from 33 Member States
become increasingly recognised as being an extremely useful analysis tool in 
respect of football policing across Europe. The outcome of the three previous 
versions provided the basis for a structured analysis on football-related violence 
across Europe for the period 2015 - 2017, for football policing practitioners, 

However, the collection of criminological and criminal statistics in the 
sports industry is still in its infancy. At the moment, it is not possible to 
obtain pan-European statistics on all types of crimes in the sports industry, 
since not all deviant behavior in the EU countries is criminalized. Secondly, 
it is quite problematic to collect statistics in each of the European states as 
well. In order to obtain such data, primarily the act should be criminalized 

the group one. 
Moreover, there is almost no criminological data on a portrait of a criminals 

and their victims. This, in turn, simultaneously complicates the process of 
studying criminal acts in the sports industry, and opens up new horizons in 
criminological science.

In view of the fact that at this stage of sports criminology development, there 
is no generally accepted methodology for studying crime in the sports industry, 
the author believes that the methodological base should consist of the main 
criminological approaches to the study of criminal acts and approved by sports 
law experts methods of studying crime in the sports industry, based on empirical 
information obtained as a result of a survey among athletes, sports management, 
as well as among visitors of sports events.

2016; Armstrong & Hodges-Ramon, 2015), it can be assumed that the basis of 
the methodological base of Sports Criminology looks as follows:

1. The historical research method
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conducted, which of the available material is outdated, and which issues have not 
yet been resolved at all.

2. The comparative legal research method makes it possible to identify 

countries. In addition, within the framework of this method, the advanced foreign 
experience in crime prevention in the sports industry could be studied and the 
possibility of its implementation in the activities of other countries.

3. With the help of the observation research method, it is possible to 

that observation is used in situations in which it is necessary to investigate the 

allows to determine the most acute problems of the criminological nature in the 
sports industry. Observation of the criminal activities of representatives of the 

related crimes; fans committing hooliganism and riots) must meet all existing 

of the information. Therefore, the results obtained should be generalized and 

4. Systems analysis
is a sequence of actions to establish structural links between organizations that 
carry out, for example, work on crime prevention in the sports industry in order 
to coordinate this activity. It also allows, in particular, to consider the powers of 

prevent crime in sports; identify gaps in their work and recurring functions to 
optimize duty responsibilities.

5. The grouping method can be used to generalize the studied material 

features of the study. Whitin this method, it is possible to create criminological 

related to their direct sports activities; the crime of athletes not related to their 
direct sports activities; the crime of other persons related to the sports activities 
of athletes), their causes and conditions (organizational; cultural; economic), 
criminals committing crimes in the sports industry, which makes it possible to 
derive an average portrait of their personality.

6. For a more detailed study of the sports industry entities, (e.g., their views 
on the prevalence of crime in sports and ways to prevent this phenomenon), 
a correspondence survey is used in the form of a questionnaire survey of 

personnel (coaches, heads of training institutions for athletes, etc.) and spectators 



International Sports Law Review Pandektis (ISLR/Pandektis), Vol. 14: 1-2, 2022

135

about criminological circumstances, to compare the information received with 

problems of crime in sports.
7. The graphical method makes it possible to visually demonstrate the results 

and tables.
8. Analogy as a method of cognition allows to extend information about 

one group of units - athletes, studied during the survey, to another, less 
studied, but relevant at the moment - athletes-criminals. The analogy method 
is based on the similarity of a group of units - athletes - for a number of any 
signs (their professional activity) and makes it possible to obtain quite reliable 
knowledge about the personality of criminals who commit crimes in sports, their 
characteristic.

9. The expert assessment method is used to obtain reasoned opinions of 
experts (athletes, coaches, heads of sports training institutions, law enforcement 

issues important for criminology.
10. Content analysis as a method of collecting documented quantitative data 

about the phenomenon under study in order to identify it or measure its tendencies 
and patterns, is used to study the structure of crime in sports. Documents mean not 

articles, television speeches, video recordings, webpages, etc.
The described ten methods can provide the obtained results with a high degree 

II. Types of Sports Crimes

The relationship between sport and crime is complex.8 Sport itself contains 
many paradoxes and is an initially positive activity, as it allows a person to de-
velop physically and intellectually, to compare his abilities with the abilities of 
other people, and also to carry out interpersonal communication that arises in 
the process of physical training, nevertheless, it cannot exist without competi-

corruption, bribery, doping, discrimination, violence, hooliganism, and a host 
of other undesirable behaviors are all evidenced in the delivery and practice of 
sport.  



International Sports Law Review Pandektis (ISLR/Pandektis), Vol. 14: 1-2, 2022

136

In criminology, there are many ways to group the types of criminal acts. It all 
depends on the criminological theory that the scientist adheres to.

One group of criminologists prefer to group, guided by the characteristics of 

sports activities:10

A. Crimes of athletes related to their direct sports activities.

including those included in the lists of prohibited substances and / or pro-
hibited methods (doping agents), to improve the results of their sports 
activities;

-
sion of deliberate crimes out of personal interest by the athlete himself 

change the distribution of prizes among applicants for them, etc.
B. Crimes of athletes not related to their direct sports activities. This type 

of crime involves the commission of crimes by athletes that are not directly re-
lated to their sports activities, but which have become possible through the use 

activities.
C. Criminal acts of other persons related to the sports activities of ath-

letes (concomitant criminality).

bribes, bribery, and others);
-

tacks);

- riots, destruction or damage to property of a sports facility, vandalism, 
etc.).

The other criminologists prefer to group in accordance to theory of criminal 
law:

A. Crimes against the person include assault, battery, robbery, hazing, mur-
der, rape, and kidnapping; 

B. Crimes against property rights include arson, trespass, vandalism, and 
theft. 

 include blackmail, il-
legal gambling, and prostitution. 

10. Alekseeva, A.P. (2021). Sports criminology: monograph 2nd ed., Rev. and add. Moscow: 
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D. Crimes against the government include tax evasion, treason, corruption, 
and terrorism.

The third group of scientists prefer to identify types of crimes in accordance 
to sports science:

-
-

eering, fraud, bribery, fake tickets, crimes of sports agents);
B. Crimes among athletes (violent assault, distribution or use of drugs, the 

use of doping, sex crimes, theft, fraud and burglary, illegal possession of weap-
ons, drug crimes);

C. Sports in the system of crime prevention (various programs where sports 
and physical education are important means of socialization and resocialization 
of a person);

D. Prison sports.

Conclusion

Sports criminology must be developed within the framework of criminology. 

-
ing the sports industry should be carried out.

The sports industry has a pronounced criminological content due to a number 
of circumstances:

Criminological risks in the sports industry are divided into three groups: 
criminal, criminogenic and victimological. Criminal risks are related to the 
commission of crimes in a given industry. Criminogenic risks are associated 
with the criminalization of sports in general. Victimological risks are currently 

-
der and doping scandals.

-
havior and violence in sport are linked to a wide range of social and individual 
genetic, psychological, social, environmental and health issues. 

Therefore, it is imperative and important:
1. study the current situation on the basis of criminological methodology and 

conduct an adequate and an independent assessment of the criminogenic risks 
within sports industry;
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2. predict trends in the development of criminal future situations;
3. develop a mechanism to prevent negative consequences.
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